Travellers in India

tained a correspondence with his father, of
which one or two letters are preserved by
Purchas. These relate only to Goa and the
district round, and possess no value from our
present point of view. It is said that they roused
great enthusiasm in England, and were one of
the influences which led his countrymen to
desire to trade directly with India.

Stephens   was   not   a   traveller.   The   first
Englishman entitled to that appellation, as far
as  India  is  concerned,  was  " Master  Ralph
Fitch, Merchant of London," to use the title
which Purchas gives  him.  With two  other
Englishmen, named Newbery and Leedes, he
travelled to Ormuz, and thence crossed the
Indian Ocean to Goa. In all Fitch was eight
years away from England, starting his travels
in 1583, and returning in 1591. On their way to
Goa the three travellers visited Diu? which
place Fitch tells us no vessels could pass without
a permit from the Portuguese,  and Chaul,
where Fitch noticed some of the curious habits
of the people. " They worship a cow/7 he says,
" and esteem much of the cowe's dung to paint
the walls of their houses. . . . They will kill
Qothing, not so much as a louse." The preva-
lence of suttee claimed his attention, as too did
the custom of burning the dead. His remarks
on this are curious. " They say if they should be
buried, it were a great sinne, for of their bodies
would come many wormes and other vermine,
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